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READING COMMUNITIES

“Reading, for pleasune s move closelsy associadfed, wilh idfuinsic
ndfucaifion; i i veading Phaif chilerere o Yo Themselies oif Thet oupe
pace, wilh whon fhey choose and o theiy owe wayy." Coomin (2014)

When thinking about
building a reading
communﬁy N your
classroom or school, |
recommend reading
Teresa Cremin's 2014
research. There is a
fantastic summary
article written for
NATE that can be

Figure 1: Research insights regarding the

-FOund he! e. effective development of reading for

pleasure (based on Cremin et al. 2014)



https://www.nate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/4-Reading-Communities-Teresa-Cremin.pdf

READING COMMUNITIES

Core strategies 10 encourage sustained,
vo\un‘rary reo\d‘mg include:

+ adults reading aloud regu\ar\\/, Including in
class or form fime

- informal booK talk including
recommendations from peers and adults

+ eNcouraging \‘\brary use, including the local

public library z
: prov'\d'\ng Time to read

+ sociable reading environments, reading
together and sharing books.
(Cremin et al. 2014



LIFE LONG READERS

&
Read‘mg Mmiles + emotional engagemem
are Key T0 becom‘mg a reader.

Key mkeavvaysz

* Keeping pupils reading is everyone's
responsibility.

e Know the children’'s interests and
reading preferences

e Nurture reading habits

e Aim is to build intrinsic Mmotivation 1o
read w’\de\y and often

e Strategic approach to developing

readers is Needed - not just once a

year on VWBD

*The focus in the

Framework is Y2 +
but we can develop
a reading culture in
EYFES and K31 too
through ouyr
eror\/’re\\'mg and love
of books alongside
teaching children to
read. A whole school
ethos is Key.



BOOK CLUB

The Framework refers to Book Club as a des‘\gnmed,
p\cmned Time each week for at least 20 minutes for
children to exp\ore books and read ’rogeTher.

Vplly showdd, see & ay sacnosoect, The best fme of
week wuf, e (6 (90k fouvmnd 16, amn occagion
fov bvowsing, eqplovng wd, diseusying booky,

Book club is a time fo recommend books to pupils for
class reading and reading at home. Making tempting
books available is important for all pupils, but esPec'\a\\y
for those who have limited or no access to books at
homme.



Pupils must be offered a feast of books: easy
reads, books about how things work graphic —
novels, joke books, irreverent books, books about F"
animals - omyTh\ng that might hook them into S
reading - as well as the more challenging books
They will listen to in sTory Times and sTudy in
English lessons.

For some pup\\s, the hook into readmg may be
non fiction, for examp\e, a book on climate change
recommended by a science teacher

\mpormnﬂy, ‘rhey Nneed 10 be offered books The\/
m'\gh’r choose 10 read over and oveyr again' (pg 96)




YOU are so Important - a persona\

recommendation from you has a huge WVW of
influence. Loty wd, of

SOME CORE STRATEGIES FOR CREATING A
READING CULTURE - READING ReCOMMENDATIONS

Recommend books - place a post it note
on top with a little message and leave it
on a child's desk to find Moﬂ%&

Share tasers for up and coming books covenslone on

or look through publishers websites 10 0 ot

create wish lists

(You don't have to share actual books, just giving pupils titles of WWWJ/ 0%

books you Think The\/ m'\ghw‘ like can have a huge impact)

Have a special shelf of your ‘favourites! vead by wee
You/other pupils curate a shelf/box of M
recommended reads Coomindlnll
Be excited about reading - it is

infectious!



SOME CORE STRATEGIES FOR CREATING A
READING CULTURE - IDEAS FOR 'BOOK CLUB" TIME
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Read an extract of a book you recommend

(sometimes readmg from the middle as opposed
to the first chapter can be a b'\gger 'hook.)

° Exp\ore a ‘book talk quesT\on’

eg which character would You most like T0 Mmeet in
real life? Tell me about the last book that made You
\augh out loud.

e Allow children to choose books to take home K
e Time 1o read with friends

e Make recommendations to each other

* Have a weekly focus eg. non-fiction, graphic Sl
novels, picture books, adventure storis o - QL
infroduce children fo different books that
They might not choose themselves.



THINGS 10 AVOID

e Avoid using reading as a sanction or the
book area/\'\bmry as a space for time
out/reflection time

e Re wary of read'\ng rewards and read'\ng
quizzes '~ make read'\ng \tself the
rewavrd



[ BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE SO

MPORTANT

| ===="N

e You set the tone in Your space.

* Youy love of literature will shine through
and spread

e Your book recommendations will be
valued by students

e Your knowledge of children's books will
help your students find new books that
inferest them.

e Your enthusiasm can ignite a spark that

deve\oPS into a \'\Fe—\ong love of read'\ng
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on this research. J




